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Preface

It is now more than 35 years since the first edition of Lecture Notes: Respiratory Medicine was written by our predecessor and colleague, Dr Alistair Brewis. It rapidly became a classic textbook that opened the eyes of generations of students to the special fascinations of the subject such that many were attracted into the specialty. Thus, students became teachers, and continued to learn by teaching. Subsequent editions show how respiratory medicine has developed over the years to become such a major specialty in hospitals and in the community, treating a wide range of diseases fromcystic fibrosis to lung cancer, asthma to tuberculosis, sleep disorders to occupational lung diseases.

In the eighth edition the text has been revised and expanded to provide a concise up-to-date summary of respiratory medicine for undergraduate students and junior doctors preparing for postgraduate examinations. Dr Graham Burns who has a particular interest in the teaching of respiratory physiology and who was also a student of Dr Alistair Brewis joins the authorship. A particular feature of respiratory medicine in recent years has been multidisciplinary teamwork, focusing the skills from a variety of disciplines in providing the best care for patients with respiratory diseases, and this book should be useful to colleagues such as physiotherapists, lung function technicians and respiratory nurse specialists. Some of Dr Alistair Brewis’ original drawings and diagrams have been retained. The emphasis of Respiratory Medicine: Lecture Notes has always been on information that is useful and relevant to everyday clinicalmedicine, and the eight edition remains a patient-based book to be read before and after visits to the wards and clinics where clinical medicine is learnt and practised. As Respiratory Medicine: Lecture Notes develops over time, we remain grateful to our teachers and their teachers, and we pass on our evolving knowledge of respiratory medicine to our students and their students.
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