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Preface

This is the eleventh edition of Kaplan & Sadock’s Synopsis of Psychiatry, which was first published more than 40 years ago. During that time, it has gained the reputation of being an independent, consistent, accurate, objective, and reliable compendium of new events in the field of psychiatry. Since its beginning, the goal of this book has been to foster professional competence and ensure the highest quality care to those with mental illness. An eclectic, multidisciplinary approach has been its hallmark; thus, biological, psychological, and sociological factors are equitably presented as they affect the person in health and disease.

Synopsis serves the needs of diverse professional groups: psychiatrists and nonpsychiatric physicians, medical students, psychologists, social workers, psychiatric nurses, and other mental health professionals, such as occupational and art therapists, among others. Synopsis is also used by nonprofessionals as an authoritative guide to help them collaborate in the care of a family member or friend with mental illness. As authors and editors, we have been extremely gratified by the wide acceptance and use of Synopsis, both in the United States and around the world.

We are especially pleased that Pedro Ruiz, M.D., who joined us as third editor for the last (Tenth) edition of the Comprehensive Textbook of Psychiatry, is continuing his association with us as co-author of Synopsis. Dr. Ruiz is not only a close friend but is a distinguished academic psychiatrist, renowned as both an educator and clinician. He is past president of the American Psychiatric Association and serves as the current president of the World Psychiatric Association. Dr. Ruiz is Professor of Psychiatry and Executive Vice-Chair and Director of Clinical Programs at the University of Miami Miller School of Medicine.








If you found this book helpful then please like, subscribe and share.
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