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Preface

We are very pleased to be able to present the sixth edition of our Color Atlas and Text of Histology, an atlas that has been in continuous use since its first publication as a black and white atlas in 1987. The success of that atlas prompted us to revise it considerably, retake all of the images in full color, change its name, and publish it in 1990 under the title Color Atlas of Histology. In the past 22 years, the Atlas has undergone many changes. We added color paintings, published a corresponding set of Kodachrome slides, and added histophysiology to the text. The advent of high-resolution digital photography allowed us to reshoot all of the photomicrographs for the fourth edition, and we created a CD-ROM that accompanied and was packaged with our Atlas. For the fifth edition, we updated the Interactive Color Atlas of Histology and made it available to the student on the Lippincott Williams & Wilkins Website, http://thePoint.lww.com, that could be accessed from anywhere in the world via an Internet connection. The online Atlas contained every photomicrograph and electron micrograph and accompanying legends present in the Atlas. The student had the capability to study selected chapters or to look up a particular item via a keyword search. Images could be viewed with or without labels and/or legends, enlarged using the “zoom” feature, and compared side-by-side to other images. Also, the updated software allowed students to self-test on all labels using the “hotspot” mode, facilitating learning and preparation for practical examinations. For examination purposes, the online Atlas contained over 300 additional photomicrographs with more than 700 interactive fi ll-in and true/false questions organized in a fashion to facilitate the student’s learning and preparation for practical exams. Additionally, we have included approximately 100 USMLE Step I format multiple choice questions, based on photomicrographs created specifi cally for the questions, which can be accessed in test or study mode.

We are grateful to the many faculty members throughout the world who have assigned our Atlas to their students whether in its original English or in its translated form, which now counts 11 languages. We have received many compliments and constructive suggestions not only from faculty members but also from students, and we tried to incorporate those ideas into each new edition. One suggestion that we have resisted, however, was to change the order of the chapters. There were several faculty members who suggested a number of varied sequences; they all made sense to us, and it would have been very easy for us to adopt any one of the suggested chapter orders. However, we feel partial to and very comfortable with the classical sequence that we adopted so many years ago; it is just as valid and logical an arrangement as all the others that were suggested and, in the final analysis, we felt that instructors can simply tell their classes to use the chapters of the Atlas in a different sequence without harming the coherence of the material.

Major changes have been introduced in this, the sixth edition. The most exciting change is that we have completely rewritten and enhanced the textual material to such an extent that it can be used not only as an Atlas but also as an abbreviated textbook, which necessitated the title change to indicate that major alteration; therefore, the new title of the sixth edition is Color Atlas and Text of Histology. Additionally, we have enlarged the trim size of the book to its current size of 8½ × 11 inches, which permitted us to enlarge the photomicrographs so that the student can see details of the images to advantage. We have created new tables for each chapter. We have also included a new feature in the form of an Appendix that describes and illustrates many of the common stains used in the preparation of histological specimens. Probably the second most exciting change that we have introduced into this edition is the expansion of the Clinical Considerations components, many of which are now illustrated with histopathological images that we were graciously permitted to borrow from: Rubin, R., Strayer, D, et al., eds: Rubin’s Pathology. Clinicopathologic Foundations of Medicine, 5th ed. Baltimore, Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins, 2008; Mills, S.E. editor, Carter, D. Greenson, J.K. Reuter, V.E. Stoler, M.H. eds. Sternberger’s Diagnostic Surgical Pathology, 5th ed., Philadelphia, Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins, 2010; and Mills, S.E., ed: Histology for Pathologists, 3rd ed. Philadelphia, Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins, 2007.
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